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To whom it may coneem, 

We arc writi ng to express OU f support for th e GeneTests Laboratory Directory which is a 
trem endollsly usefu l resource in our practice. 

GeneTesls and GeneRev iews present concise, we ll-documented, ex pert-authored revi ews of a 
num ber of genetic conditions and information regarding avai lable diagnostic testing for these 
conditions. Both arc used by cl inicians and laboratory scientists, regul arly, as a trusted, up-IO

date source of information fo r genet ic condi tions. Moreover, the linking of these two resources 
allows one to efficiently obta in reli ab le inform ation not only about laboratories offe ring a specific 
test, but also about detection rates of those specific tests. This is incredibly useful in cl inica l 
practice as it al lows making an educated dec ision about the util ity or a given test for a give n 
patient. In a field like genetics, where a lim ited number of ind iv idua ls have the knowledge and 
skill s to adequately understmld and evaluate ever chang ing tests, havi ng each new test eva luated 
by an expert is of tremendous val ue and greatly contri butes to the c redi bility of the resource . 

For those of us in other countries, the addition of international laboratories and laboratories 
perfo rm ing research testing is a considerable advantage. This also benefits American patients 
with conditions for which cli ni ca l testing by a CLI A-certified laboratory is simply not available. 

The link between GeneTests and GeneReviews databases and the efficiencies it allows is 
essentia l. Provid ing test information separately in an NIH database, would be a great loss to 
American patients and physicians and the international genetic community as a whole. We urge 
you to leave the system unchanged and support its continued existence and expansion. 

Sincerely, 

Judith Allanson, M.D. 
Clinica l Genet ic ist 
Children 's Hospita l of Eastern Ontario 
40 I Smyth Road, Ottawa, ON K 11·1 8L1 
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Kim Bo),eoll, I)hd ~4.RCPC. FCCMG 
Clinical GenclK. 
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Children's Hospilal of Eastern Ontario 
401 Smyth Road. Ottawa, ON K I H 8LI 

Nancy C:lrson, Phd, FCCMG 
I-lead, Molecul ar Genetics Diagnostic Lnbomtory 
Chi ld ren's l-Iospit':11 of Eastern Ontario 
401 Smyth Road. Ottawa, ON K 1 H 8L I 

~Gtfft.llO~~RCPC. FCCMG 
C linical Geneticist 
Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario 
401 Smyth Road, Ouawa, ON K I H 8Ll 
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Natha lie Lepage, PhD, FCCMG, FCACB 
Laboralory Head. Biochemical Genetics Labonllory 
Children'S Hospital of Eastern Ontario 
40 I Smyth Road, Ouawa. ON K I H 8L 1 

p/~'-<Y;6 
Efizabcth McC read PhD. FCCMG 
C linica l Doctora l S ien iis l 
Children'S Hospital of Eastern Ontario 
40 I Smyth Road. 01l3W3. ON K I H 8L I 

JcL?~L.:::-
Head. Cytogenetics Labor-llory 
Children'S Hospital of Eastern Ontario 
40 I Smyth Road, Onawa, ON K I H 8L I 
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S,rah Nikkel , M.D., FRCr C, FCCMG 
Clinical Geneticist 
Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario 
40 I Smyth Rond. Ottawa, ON K 1 H 8LI 
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Julie Richer, M.D .. F 
C linica l Geneticist 
Children's Hospita l or Easte rn Ontario 
40 I Smyth ROlld , Onawa, ON K I H Rl. l 
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Eva TOl11iak,t o . FRCJ>~, FCCMG 
Clinical Geneticist, Medical Oncologist 
Children's Hospital ofE.1stern Ontario 
40 I Smyth Road. Ottawa, ON K 1 H 8L I 


